
Australian Connectivity Council 

‘working for a connected country’ 

Corridor Plan an important step forward 

Australia’s Connectivity Council has welcomed the release of the National Wildlife Corridors Plan. 

‘We are delighted to see a cohesive national framework that supports the most important ecological work 

of the 21st century’, says Council Convenor Keith Bradby.  ‘Minister Burke is to be congratulated for his 

initiative in bringing the plan forward.’ 

Mr Bradby said that the plan provides a critical focus for a wide range of government programs. ‘The 

overwhelming scientific consensus is that species loss will continue as long as Australia’s natural 

environment remains fragmented.  But our wildlife can bounce back if we reconnect habitats with well 

designed corridors and on ground programs to counter severe threats’.   

The Australian Government’s National Wildlife Corridor Plan builds on the pioneering work of six major 

initiatives already underway.  The six initiatives have been progressively established, some from 2002, and 

already work over vast areas of the continent (see map below).  These initiatives include: Gondwana Link, 

the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative, Habitat 141°, NatureLinks, Trans-Australia Eco-Link and Tasmanian 

Midlandscapes. The leaders of these initiatives make up the Australian Connectivity Council. 

‘Increased Government support for our work will enable a rapid expansion of corridor initiatives’ says Rob 

Dunn, CEO of the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative.  Rob and his team are working to reconnect habitats 

along a massive 3,600 kilometres from western Victoria through NSW and the ACT to far north Queensland, 

connecting isolated populations of species, such as brush-tailed rock wallabies, koalas and spotted-tail 

quolls.  ‘The science is already in place. We’ve done the planning, the community has been signing up to 

our regional programs and other partners are involved at a State and National level. Extra funding from the 

Commonwealth will be like rocket fuel to accelerate this effort’. 

Jane Hutchinson, CEO of the Tasmanian Landscape Conservancy and key partner in the Tasmanian 

Midlandscapes program, welcomed the plan’s emphasis on the need for corridors at all scales and in all 

parts of the country.  ‘This plan recognises that wildlife corridors come in all shapes and sizes - from 

linkages at the edges of our major cities to the outback, providing a much needed ecological safety net. In 

the Tasmanian Midlands we work with our landowner partners, Bush Heritage Australia and the Australian 

and State Governments in to reconnect the last pieces of remnant native grasslands and grassy woodlands 

left of this critically important National Biodiversity Hotspot.’ 

In South Australia, the NatureLinks program has been supported by a healthy mix of leading conservation 

organisations, community groups, NRM Boards and government.  ‘Linking landscapes requires good 

cooperation across all sectors’ says Greening South Australia’s CEO Mark Anderson.  ‘Political support and 

leadership from the State’s Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources, combined with the 

energy and additional resources of private conservation groups has led to the development and 

implementation of a number of regional programs in recent years, from WildEyre to Living Flinders’. 



Habitat 141° has also successfully combined public and private funding.  ‘Everyone has a role in our 

program’ says Horsham, Victoria, based Ron Dodds.  ‘Government departments, Universities, conservation 

groups, Shire Councils, local farmers, community  and importantly the commercial and corporate sectors– 

we are all  working cohesively to re-connect critical habitats like the Grampians and Mallee parks.    Habitat 

141° works effectively across three state borders, linking programs in NSW, Victoria and South Australia’. 

The new Corridor Plan is intended to focus support into these existing initiatives as well as encourage the 

range of emerging initiatives.  ‘The Australian Connectivity Council has strong links into a number of 

emerging corridor programs across Australia’ said Council Convenor Keith Bradby.  ‘Communities 

everywhere, from the Kimberley to Victoria’s central highlands, have grasped the need to re-connect 

wildlife habitats and we welcome this expanding network of action. The release of a National Wildlife 

Corridor Plan places Australia in the international spotlight for our leading efforts to proactively conserve 

and connect habitats, not only for wildlife but for the benefit of communities and our children’s children.  

‘Well done Tony Burke, and congratulations to the Hon Bob Debus and the team who developed the Plan’.  

The plan was released by Minister Burke on 4 November 2012 and can be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/wildlife-corridors/publications/national-plan.html 

Media Contacts: 

For the Australian Connectivity Council 
Keith Bradby: 0427 085 008 Ian Walker: 0437 198 706 

For Australia’s six large corridor programs: 

Habitat 141 
Ian Walker: 0437 198 706 
Ron Dodds: 0428 594 128 
www.habitat141.org.au  
 
 

NatureLinks 
Georgia Gowing (DEWNR Media Contact) :  
0467 795 640 
Mark Anderson: 0407 755 873 
www.naturelinks.sa.gov.au  
 

Trans Australia Eco Link  
Northern Territory - Andrew Bridges : 0401 115 729 
South Australia – Georgia Gowing (DEWNR Media 
Contact) : 0467 795 640 
www.environment.sa.gov.au/naturelinks/Corridors
/Trans-Australia_Eco-Link  
http://www.parksandwildlife.nt.gov.au/ecolink 
 

Tasmanian Midlandscapes 
Jane Hutchinson,  Tasmanian Land Conservancy: 
0427 810 966 
Pip Walsh, Bush Heritage Australia: 0409 351 236 
www.tasland.org.au 
www.bushheritage.org.au 

Great Eastern Ranges Initiative  
Rob Dunn: 0438 250 600 
www.greateasternranges.org.au 
 
 

Gondwana Link  
Keith Bradby: 0427 085 008 
www.gondwanalink.org 
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Main Corridor Initiatives across Australia 

 

 

Australian Connectivity Council 

The Australian Connectivity Council has been formed by six of Australia’s most established wildlife corridors 

- Gondwana Link, Great Eastern Ranges Initiative, Habitat 141, NatureLinks, Tasmanian Midlandcapes , and 

the Trans-Australia Eco-Link. The Council is a forum for the sharing of experience, knowledge and ideas, and 

the pursuit of issues that will support or impact on the success of the corridors.  

We link with the IUCN-WCPA International Connectivity Conservation Network that was formed in 

September 2012 at the International Union for Conservation of Nature at the IUCN World Conservation 

Congress in Jeju, Korea.  

 


